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Amendment R243 Greater Geelong Planning Scheme 


| wish to lodge an objection to Amendment R243 on the following grounds: 


1) 


2) 


12) 


The construction of the proposed Watersports Park will lead to an overall loss of 
biodiversity. 


Significant and protected fauna species will be at risk through loss of, or changes to, 

their habitat. In particular: 

e Latham's Snipe may abandon Jerringot and adjacent wetlands as a roosting site 
(State significant impact) 

e Baillon’s Crake may fail to breed in or abandon Jerringot and adjacent wetlands 
(State significant impact) __ 

e Buff-banded Rail and Spotless Crake may fail to breed in or abandon Jerringot 
and adjacent wetlands (Regionally significant impact) 

e Cattle Egret may disappear from Belmont Common (Regionally significant impact) 

e Growling Grass Frog may disappear from Jerringot wetlands 

e Australian Mudfish may disappear from Belmont Common 


Bird numbers and species will generally decline because of the replacement of 
wooded parkland with open water of uniform depth. Loss of local biodiversity. 


No guarantee, even with.an Environmental Management Plan, that Jerringot 
wetlands can be provided with the benefit of a normal cycle of flooding and drying out 
and that other environmental damage will not occur. 


The ecology of the Barwon River, and consequently the flora and fauna of its water, 
bed and banks, will be adversely affected through increased sedimentation, loss of 
flow (since part of its flow will be diverted through the watersports channel) or the 
river re-routing itself along the new channel. l 

Increase in risk of blue-green algae outbreaks in river and new water channel. 


Loss of community parkland and open space able to be used and readily accessed 
by the wider community as part of their every day recreation. 


Creation of a Special Use Zone specifically for watersports in which developments 
can proceed without further need for planning permits. 


Alienation of more Common land for car parks and other infrastructure. 
Loss of future options for community use. Environmental upgrading and provision of 
community facilities such as walking tracks can take place now without the need for a 


Planning Scheme amendment. 


Traffic problems and increased costs to road users from diversion of Breakwater 
Road and change in siting of future more costly bridge. 


No guaranteed economically viable events for the new water course. 


Signature Name and Address (please print) 


Date 
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SAVE BELMONT COMMON 
The City of Greater Geelong has released its Amendment for Belmont Common to become a new Special 
Use Zone No 16 for the development of Geelong International Watersport Park. It includes relocating the 
high level crossing at Breakwater. 


Objections need to be in by Monday 20th September to the Office of Planning. Included in this edition of 
the Naturalist is a proforma letter. If you complete and sign it tonight we will post it for you. Please add any 
other comments on issues which are important to you. Use the reverse side of the letter if necessary. 


Some Points to Consider 

e Belmont Common consists of 131 hectares of public open space close to the city centre. 

e lt was set aside for the people of Geelong in 1839. 

e Itis used by 2,000 people per week. 

e Over 20,000 trees have been planted over the past 30 years. Removal of many of these will result in loss 
of wildlife habitat. 

e 121 species of birds have been recorded — as well as the birds that use the wetlands, many diverse 
woodland species use the golf course area. 

e Latham's Snipe, Baillon’s Crake and Cattle Egret are protected by international treaties. 

e Relocation of Barwon Valley Golf Club, Geelong Motocross Club, Geelong Obedience Dog Club and 
Geelong Baseball Association will be at ratepayers’ expense. 

e The current river walking track would be cut off by the watercourse and would only be accessible from 

_ Breakwater Road, or after a 2 km hike along the water channel bank. 

e Expense of relocation of water, gas mains and realignment of Breakwater Road. 

e Change in hydrology of river floodplain may effect Lake Connewarre and the river downstream. 

e Dredging may bring up toxic material which will effect water quality and flora and fauna. The SKM report, 
P 153, states that zinc levels are 450 times greater than EPA guidelines. 

e Increase in blue-green algae due to increased evaporation and reduced water flow will have an effect on 
the old river course and the new rowing course, affecting planned events. 

e The visual effect should be considered — a straight 2.2 km channel, 124 m wide will take up about half the 
common. This 64 hectares is 9 times the area of the MCG measured at outer edge of the stands. 

e Planned culverts are supposed to recreate floodplain conditions. 

e This proposal has already been rejected twice, once by the Geelong Regional Commission and once by 
the Geelong Commissioners at amalgamation. 

e A principle in the consultants brief states — “To create a common parkland that is accessible to all the 
community that will enhance the city’s image.” We already have a common parkland which could be 
creatively developed at much less cost and at great benefit to the wildlife and the people of Geelong. 

e The estimated operating costs have already increased to twice the original costs. What will be the final 
cost and who will pay? 

e In regards to revenue, how many events will actually occur and how many spectators will there be? Are 
stated estimates of twice the football crowds reasonable? 

e In planning for the Commonwealth games there is some contention as to whether rowing is an international 
event. 


Some information from the Ecology Australia report 

e Latham’s Snipe are sensitive to changes in water levels, so any changes in hydrology will effect them. 

e Noise and visual disturbance during construction and increased visitation may cause birds to abandon the 
wetlands, or to stop breeding in the case of Baillon’s Crake. The Jerringot wetlands, especially the area 
used by Baillon’s Crake, are very close to the proposed banks of the watercourse. 

e Cattle Egrets will probably abandon the area due to removal of the golf course, which would be a regionally 
significant impact. Cattle Egrets have been recorded in their hundreds every. year as an annual winter 
visitor and may stay as long as 8 months. 

e The habitat of Latham’s Snipe usually has 1-2 relatively undisturbed edges. If construction goes ahead 
there will be disturbance on all sides. 

e Noise and lighting effects on Latham’s Snipe may alter their night feeding patterns. 

e Despite mitigation objectives relating to hydrological change, water quality change, visual and noise- 
related disturbance and creation of additional wetlands, the proposal may still lead to unavoidable panes 
(Ecology Australia). 

A survey on 20-8-99 found that nearly half of those surveyed opposed the construction of the rowing course, 

so get those objections in and encourage your friends and family to do the same. 


ar en? 
Coming events Remember the final date is 20th September. 
for 
Plant and OBJECTIONS NEEDED - SAY NO NOW! 


Biodiversity Groups. 


Written by Alison Watson on behalf ofthe Committee ofthe GFNC Inc. 
See page 12 o 
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AUSTRALIAN 
NATURALISTS'NETWORK - 
THE FIRST YEARS INA 
FEW WORDS 

... Dick Southcombe 


About ten years ago our GFNC 
committee was discussing "how 
can locals and tourists be made 
aware that a Field Naturalist Club 
exists in Geelong". Placing a sign 
on town entrance sign boards was 
favoured, but considered rather 
expensive. 


As quantity greatly influences the 
cost of sign making, and other 
groups might find the idea 
attractive, the matter was raised at 
a VFNCA meeting hoping for an 
agreement on a common Logo for 
Victoria. The meeting 
enthusiastically supported the idea, 
but unanimously resolved " it 
should be an Australian wide 
project". 


Over the years a gradually 
increasing number of Naturalist 
Groups across Australia were 
contacted - two more in the last 
month - and in the mid 90's 
seventy-six groups affiliated to 
form the Australian Naturalists’ 
Network. A Register of all affiliates 
was compiled - Alban Lloyd-Jones 
and -David Henshaw were most 
helpful and generous in its 
distribution. It has been used by 
many naturalists as they plan travel 
in Australia. All groups listed in 
Issue No.2 have been involved in 
the Logo project; the end result is 
as illustrated. 


AUSTRALIAN ` 
NATURALISTS' 
NETWORK 


The Network Logo is being used on 
special enamel signs for town 
entrances and club room 
signboards, as vehicle stickers (75c 
each, or 50c if sufficient numbers 
ordered) and on garments. A good 
quality green cotton Polo-shirt, with 


placket and pocket buttoned and 
screen printed Logo on the front 
will be for sale at $22-$25, 
provided sufficient are ordered. 


Diana Primrose will take orders at 
the September meeting, otherwise 
contact me after 21st September. 
Please pay when ordering or at the 
October general meeting. 


A get-together of Network 
members is proposed for late July 
2000 at Alice Springs. People 
there are enthusiastic and have 
provided lots of information on 
excursions, safaris, 
accommodation and meeting 
venues. The interest of all groups 
is being sought and our club 
members are asked to indicate 
their interest on the ANN Get- 
together sheet at the September 
meeting or contact me after 21st. 
September on 5243 3916. 

O 


LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


TREES AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES Vol 41 No 2 (NRCL). 
This issue concentrates on farm 
forestry, the problems and the 
rewards. One interesting article is 
on Black Wattle A.mearnsii as a 
farm tree — previous research and 
potential. 


GEO Australasia June/July 1999. 
Many interesting articles including 
one on the successful rearing of a 
newly-born ..dugong. calf. found 
washed up on a northern 
Queensland beach. “Kings and 
Queens of Dirt Castles” by Steve 
Davidson is all about termites. 
CSIRO scientists have been 
investigating termites since the 
1930’s — more than 360 Australian 
species have been identified. 
Fossil-like mounds discovered in 
the Simpson Desert are thought to 
be at least 13,000 years old. 
Termites were one of the original 
inhabitants of this continent. Other 
articles include one on searching 
for opalised remains at Lightning 
Ridge, an extensive coverage of 
the Kimberley region, Chillagoe 
lime-stone caves and in “Favourite 
Places” Margaret Cameron takes a 
walk in the Brisbane Ranges. 


AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC No. 
55 has articles on Snowy 
Cattlemen, Blue-tongue Lizards, 
Kidman Way, Rabbit Calicivirus 
and a World 4WD Adventure. 
GEELONG ENVIRONMENT 
COUNCIL NEWS July 1999 - 
Items discussed include Belmont 
Common and the proposed 
Watersports complex, Queenscliff 
Harbour Development and Coastal 
Action Plan, Buckley Falls Park 
development, Geelong Boulevards 
Scheme, a disturbing trend noticed 
in Geelong parks and gardens 
towards reduction and removal of 
native shrubs, proposed Anglesea 
Tip Site expansion and other 
causes for concern. 


ENVIRONMENT VICTORIA NEWS 
No 161 Rodney Waterman, 
Remnant Vegetation Campaigner 
expresses concern that a number 
of bush remnants in the Yarra 
Valley are being cleared for new 
vineyards. 

Rod Anderson says “Can 
Government do any worse on 
forests?” He makes some 
interesting and alarming points — 
eg. A review of the main legislation 
governing Victoria’s forests and its 
administration by DRNE was 
presented to Mrs Tehan by KPMG 
consultants more than a year ago. 
“The review found that public 
money was being used to subsidise 
sawlog prices, so that they are 
under-priced by 30-60% resulting in 
far too much of our forests being 
allocated to logging, on economic 
grounds, rather than to other uses 
such as conservation, recreation 
and water catchment. It is only a 
few months since leaked 
documents showed that pulp logs 
are being sold to export 
woodchippers at subsidised royalty 
rates as low as 9 cents per tonne.” 
Other subjects are — Accountability 
or privatisation? Intensification, 
Corporatise then sell off and forests 
excluded from biodiversity. 


FRIENDS OF THE BRISBANE 
RANGES N/L August 1999 
Highlights the Platypus Award 
which Rohan Bugg has received 
from Wyndham Shire Council. 
Rohan was instrumental in 
organising the clean up of 
Werribee River which was clogged 
up with willows, weeds, old cars 
and domestic rubbish. 
Congratulations once again Rohan. 


O 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


September 1999 


The issue of the possible 
construction of the Geelong 
International Watersports Complex 
(IWSC) on the Belmont Common 
has now come to the final stages. 
The City of Greater Geelong has 
released the copy of the Planning 
Amendment for public comment. 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
has strongly opposed the 
construction of the IWSC on the 
Belmont Common. The Complex 
would remove an area of almost 
50 hectares of open woodland to 
be replaced by roads, viewing 
banks and a waterway of uniform 
depth designed for water sports 
activity. Contrary to some claims 
in the press, this will impact 
severely on the current ecological 
balance of the Belmont Common 
floodplain. 


Most of the affected area is 
currently part of the golf course. 
This includes thousands of trees, 
grassy areas and small dams that 
form a habitat used by a wide 
range of birds, reptiles and 
invertebrates. The Complex would 
deprive the majority of these 
species of the habitat type they 
need. 


The GFNC, as well as the Friends 
of Belmont Common, has a 
different vision for the Common. 
We see the potential for an urban 
forest, extended wetland areas, 
extensive walking and cycling 
paths and areas of grasslands 
planted with indigenous species. 
This could then become the 
“Green Heart of Geelong’, 
something that the city could be 
truly proud of; an area to be used 
by all the community and tourists 
alike. 


In this copy of the Naturalist is a 
sheet giving details of how to show 
your opposition to the proposed 
Watersports Complex. We 
strongly urge all members to 
carefully assess the facts of this 
proposal and to make a 
submission regarding the planning 
scheme amendment. 


September 1999 


September brings with it the’ 
promises of spring, including the 

return of the Latham’s Snipe to 

Jerringot. The first birds have 

already arrived, and Valda and her 

team will be running the annual 

Snipefest on Tuesday 14" 

September. This is a great day out 

and a good chance to introduce 

young people to the joys of 
exploring Jerringot. Why not join 

in the fun - contact Valda for more 

details. Thanks to all members 

who help to make this a successful 

event. 


SNIPEFEST 99 


Are you good at 


e face painting? 

e mask-making? 

e dipping for snipe food? 
looking for Latham’s Snipe? 


Well, you don’t need any 
qualifications or special skills, but 
we would like your assistance at 
Snipefest 99 


Tuesday 14th September 
10 am-noon 
Jerringot Wildlife Reserve 


We have 140 children from grades 
2, 3 and 4 who will need a little help 
and guidance. It’s great fun too! 


If you can help, please let Valda 
know tonight, or ASAP by phone 
9125453 LONA O ARS mail li: 
dedmanv@mail.austasia.net 


A list of current GFNC Office and 
Duty Holders has been prepared. | 
will attempt to confirm all positions 
with those concerned before it is 
published - if you perform a duty 
on behalf of the Club could you 
please check with me to see that 
you have been included on the list. . 


3 
A very successful meeting. took 
place on Monday 16™ August 


between three members of Barwon 
Water and representatives from 
the GFNC, GEC, Friends of 
Brisbane Ranges, Anakie Tree 
Planting Group and Vic. National 
Parks Association. Barwon Water 
is changing the water supply to 
Anakie and Staughton Vale, 
pumping water from the Lovely 
Banks storage instead of using the 
current supply from the Stony 
Creek Reservoirs via the century 
old aqueduct. 


Removal of water supply from the 
aqueduct has implications for the 
Stony Creek/ Anakie Gorge area 
as the aqueduct has leaked 
constantly for many years, creating 
a permanent water supply to the 
Ferny Creek area of the Ted Errey 
Nature Circuit. The aqueduct 
itself has a very high heritage 
value. 


Barwon Water will have no further 
use for the Lower Stony Creek 
Reservoir and the potential exists 
for the whole of this catchment to 
be incorporated into the Brisbane 
Ranges National Park. Included in 
this area is a reference zone that 
has been basically untouched by 
human activity for over a century. 


The management of this area will 
involve Barwon Water, Parks 
Victoria and other bodies such as 
the Corangamite Catchment 
Authority. Representatives of 
environment groups have formed a 
group to provide advice and 
information to Barwon Water and 
Parks Victoria on the future 
management and usage of this 
area. 


Bernie Franke has produced a 
draft GFNC information brochure 
to be used to publicise the Club. 
Take a look at the sample 
available at the General Meeting 
and add your comments. Thanks 
for your input Bernie. 


Planning has begun for the 
combined VFNCA campout to be 
held on the Bellarine Peninsular on 
the March 11-13" long weekend. 
Please note these dates on your 
diary. We will need help to host 
this gathering and the series of 
workshops and activities. 

O 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


August 17th 1999 


Merilyn Grey is a PhD student at 
Latrobe University and she 
delivered a report to the Bird 
Group giving details of the study 
she had undertaken into the 
ecological effects of Noisy Miners. 


The woodland vegetation of 
Victoria has suffered major 
degradation over the past century 
due to clearing and fragmentation 
of the habitat. Some species of 
birds have suffered population 
declines in line with the changes in 
habitat, but other species have 
benefited from the changes. 


Several species of birds are known 
to have an impact upon the habitat 
or populations of other bird 
species. Port Lincoln Parrots can 
destroy Grass Tree Xanthorrhoea 
sp. and escaped cage birds can 
establish breeding populations. 
Galahs have extended their 
previous range and 
commandeered nest hollows as 
well as ring barked trees by their 
chewing. Some other native birds 
such as Pied Currawongs have 
adapted quickly to the changes 
made by human activity and they 
are then able to out compete other 
bird species. 


The Box-Ironbark woodlands of 
Victoria comprise only about 10% 
of the pre-European settlement 
cover. They are fragmented and 
many areas are suffering ‘die- 
back‘. Grazing is limiting the 
amount of regrowth of the 
woodlands. 


The Noisy Miner favours the edges 
of woodlands and has adapted well 
to the strips of woodland habitat 


that are left along roadside 
reserves. They range from 
Brisbane south along the East 
Coast. They are a large 


honeyeater with a wide range of 
food types including nectar and 
insects. They form colonies of up 
to 100 birds based around family 
groupings. They are aggressive, 
mobbing other birds and even 
attacking foxes, lace monitors or 
humans. 


Figures were shown relating the 
density of population to the size of 
the habitat. The number of miners 
per hectare decreased markedly in 
larger blocks, whereas smaller 
blocks had high concentrations of 
birds. There was also a strong 
trend between high concentrations 
of miners and low numbers of 
smaller insectivorous birds. 


Merilyn’s investigation was 
designed to establish why the 
areas inhabited by Noisy Miners 
tended to have an absence of 


other insectivorous birds and. 


suffer more from die-back. 


The study measured several 
variables in four blocks where 
Noisy Miners were removed 
compared to 4 control blocks with 
Noisy Miners. Variables measured 
were - bird abundance and 
diversity, tree health, insect 
damage, insect abundance and 
diversity. 


The birds removed from the four 
sites were translocated, but most 
quickly died from predation. Two 
birds returned to their original sites 
from over 25 km away. 


Merilyn’s painstaking collection of 
data involved monthly measures 
assessing leaf samples pruned 
from trees up to 15 metres from 
the ground. Samples were 
analysed for insect damage and 
insect species were identified. 


It was obvious that the removal of 
the miners almost immediately 
gave rise to an influx of other 
species such as Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters, White-naped 
Honeyeaters, Striated Thornbills, 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills and 
pardalotes. These species were 
repelled by mobbing when the 
miners were inhabiting the sites. 


Two sites at the intersection of two 
cross roads were quickly colonised 
by nearby groups of miners, but 
isolated sites remained free of 
miners for the three year study 
period. 


The findings proved that there was 
significantly less insect damage 
and an improvement in tree health 
in the sites were the miners were 
removed. Much of the leaf 
damage to the trees was from 
skeletonising grubs and psilid 
insects. These invertebrate 
populations were kept in check by 
the range of birds that moved into 
the miner-free sites. 


The findings open the possibility of 
management techniques to assist 
in reversing the degradation of 
open woodland forests. Removing 
miners is not a feasible option, but 
the planting of a thicker 
understorey discourages miners 
from establishing colonies. 


Similarly, extending the size of a 
woodland area by planting new 
trees around the edges of an 
existing woodland allows a range 
of birds to inhabit the central area 
whilst the miners colonise the 
edges. 


Merilyn's research was very 
thorough and revealed an aspect 
of the ecology of woodlands that 
was not properly understood. We 
appreciated her fascinating talk 
which was delivered in a warm and 
interesting manner. 


Next Month’s Speaker 


Trevor Pescott is acknowledged as 
an outstanding naturalist and 
photographer. He will speak to us 
at the meeting on September 21°! 
on the topic of “A Year at Forrest”. 
Trevor has a house at Forrest in 
the Otway Ranges and he has had 
a long interest in the birds of this 
area. 

O 
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AUSTRALIAN MUDFISH 
Galaxias cleaveri 
- a threatened fish found at 
Belmont Common 


A threatened species has recently 
been found at Belmont Common by 
officers of DNRE. The tiny. Australian 
Mudfish lives in a drainage wetland 
near the river. 


The fish is formally protected under 
Schedule 2 of the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988. It is regarded as 


very rare in abundance’ and 
distribution. At the time of its 
nomination in’ 1991, only 27 


individuals had ever been found in 
Victoria, at Wilson’s Promontory and 
in the western Otways. Belmont 
Common is one of only six sites in 
Victoria where the Australian Mudfish 
is known to exist. 


Galaxias cleaveri is a small elongate 
tubular fish, with a bluntly-rounded 
head and an average length of 80 
mm, though it may grow to 140 mm. 
It is distinguished from other related 
species by a very small eye and a 
rounded tail fin. It is greenish brown 
on the back and sides, with a greyish 
belly and is blotched and irregularly 
striped all over with darker brown. 


The species is said to favour a 
coastal heath land swamp habitat 
with access to the ocean. Eggs and 
larvae drift down to the sea, then 
juveniles return “to rivers as 
‘whitebait’. It is difficult to find as it 
occurs in muddy water, may 
aestivate when water dries up and is 
almost certainly nocturnal. It is found 
under logs and stones. 


It may once have been much more 
widespread, but its habitat has 
declined through swamp drainage, 
wetland modification and/or 
inappropriate management, as well 
as the introduction of exotic 
predatory species and pollution from 
herbicide runoff. 


It is therefore amazing that it has 
survived at Belmont Common. If the 
proposed water sports channel is 
built, it will be very difficult to protect 
this rare fish, since the drainage 
patterns will be radically altered. The 
creation of new wetlands for mudfish 


... Valda Dedman 


September 1999 


¿ may be prevented by the perceived 
= need for ‘attractive’ ponds for more 
= visible species such as ducks and 


moorhens. Open drains are generally 
not looked upon favourably by 
developers or landscape architects. 


== Not enough is known about the local 


distribution of Galaxias cleaveri. 
There may be other sites on Belmont 
Common, south of Breakwater Road 
for instance, which would be 
destroyed or changed by the 
construction of the watersports 
channel and banks. Even building a 
new bridge on the amended 
alignment would be a threat. 


Nor do we know exactly where they 
spawn. The Barwon estuary is 
complex and even minute changes 
caused by upstream developments 
could present a breeding risk. 


For more about the family Galaxiidae 
see the article by Dennis Greenwell 
in the June 1999 issue of the 
Geelong Naturalist. 


References 
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New members... 


We are pleased to welcome 


Mr Micah Kawalek 
Ms Katrina Turner 


who joined the club in August. 


Publications review... 


The annual Publications Review 
Meeting will be held on Thursday 28" 
October. Please pass on any items 
that could be discussed to Alban 
Lloyd-Jones or Barry Lingham. 


O 
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ECHIDNA OBSERVATIONS 
in the Brisbane Ranges 
by Helen € Roy Whiteside 


Over many years we have sighted 
between us, perhaps some 50 
echidnas at various locations in Vic 
SA and NSW, but each observation 
had been always of a solitary animal. 
One echidna was seen by Dick 
Southcombe and Roy Whiteside in 
mid July crossing the Nelson Track. It 
was therefore very exciting to 
observe four adult echidnas together 
at the same location at 2-30 pm. on 
10 August. Three of the -> four 
appeared to be a very close-knit 
group, moving together with their 
snouts sniffing the air and probing 
the ground whereas the fourth animal 
appeared to be moving more 
independently of the other three and 
immediately appeared to sense our 
presence and did the characteristic 
burying of the head. In this case the 
burying was into the base of a grass 
tree. The group of three did not 
seem to be concerned with our 
presence, coming to within about two 
metres which enabled two 
photographs to be taken. There 
appeared to be no response to the 
sound of the camera shutter. The 
group then moved on to do some 
scratching of the ground litter and 
feeding, whilst the fourth one 
extracted itself from the base of the 
grass-tree and rejoined the other 
three animals. 


An extensive account of echidnas is 
to be found in the reference: THE 
ECHIDNA, Australia's Wildlife 
Heritage Volume 3, pp 1345-1353 
from which we quote an extract from 
the findings in the 1960s and 1970s 


of Dr MEE. Griffiths of CSIRO 
Division of Wildlife Research, 


Canberra: 


"In South eastern Australia echidnas 
breed once a year from late June to 
late September. Dr Griffiths says that 
during that time the female is often 
accompanied on her wanderings by 
three or more males, presumably for 
mating" 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH VALDA 


. Valda Dedman 


Botanical Beauty Mt Lawson, 
Kurrajongs and Casuarinas, 
Wattles, Brisbane Ranges gold, 


Baudin’s expedition, Seaview 


Park, Baby Talk, And ... 


| have been out and about away 
from Geelong quite a bit this month 
and have been struck by the beauty 
of our Australian plants. As we drove 
up the Hume Highway, the eucalypt 
leaves glittered dark green in the 
afternoon sun. Through the alps the 
leaf colours were muted with subtle 


greys, blues and mauves and 
burgundy. 
On rocky slopes kurrajongs 


Brachychiton populneus were a shiny 
clear green. We met them first at Mt 
Lawson Regional Park, a good place 
to visit, the rocky mount overlooking 
the Murray just before the river is 
swallowed up by the Hume Dam. In 
Victoria kurrajongs are restricted in 
the wild to the north east and far 
east, often in rain shadow areas. 


Kurrajong comes from an aboriginal 
word for fishing line or fish net. The 
bark contains fibre which was used 
for string-making after being chewed 
and it is said that old women often 
wore their teeth to the gums during 
this task. 


Brachychiton means 'short tunic’, 
and probably refers to the hairy 
covering that clings to the seed. You 
probably are familiar with the mouse- 
shaped seed pods, great for creating 
decorative little animals. Kurrajong 
seeds are particularly nutritious 
according to Tim Low, author of Wild 
food plants of Australia. They contain 
18% protein, 25% fat and high levels 
of zinc and magnesium and are 
delicious when roasted over a high 
heat. A better way of using the teeth 
with kurrajongs. 


The foliage has been used for stock 
feed and the trees are popular in 
gardens and for street planting. Stop 
off at Johnstone Park for a kurrajong 
or two. 


At Mt Lawson too, Lemon 
Bottlebrush Callistemon pallidus, also 
restricted to eastern Victoria. Our 


local bottlebrush is C. sieberi, found . 


along the Barwon. To find it, walk on 


the rocks below Buckley Falls or 
beside the river in the Pollocksford 
Reserve. lts flowers are cream to 
pale pink. 


Our Geelong friend, the Drooping 
Sheoak Allocasuarina verticillata, 
was scattered around Mt Lawson. 
Further north, the Wollondilly and 
Wingecarribee Rivers were lined with 
huge River Sheoaks A. 
cunninghamiana, (with tiny cones) 
One tree had a mistletoe, Amyema 
cambagei | think. 


Then we discovered whole hillsides 
covered with Stunted Sheoak A. 
nana, a Casuarina completely new to 
me. Mind you, to reach them we had 
to ford the icy Shoalhaven River and 
climb steadily for half an hour or so! 
We were in Deua National Park, 
south-east of Canberra and in search 
of the “Big Hole”, at the bottom of 
whose shadowy limestone depths 
grew tree ferns The casuarinas like 
exposed high altitude heaths, chiefly 
on rocky outcrops along the eastern 
NSW tablelands and are known in 
Victoria only at the upper Genoa 
River and Mt Elizabeth. Our closest 
local equivalent is the Scrub Sheoak 
A. paludosa, found in the heathlands 
behind Anglesea. 


A. nana cones have a chequered 
appearance and the male spikes are 
very dense. | was charmed by the 
rich tapestry of colour. Whole 
hillsides glowed with russets and 
golds and dark greens and rich reds. 


cylindrical, 


Back home, the Brisbane Ranges 
are golden at this time of year. | 
know of 17 wattle species recorded 
for the area, and only one, the 
Lightwood, does not flower over the 
next few months. 


Take a closer look at the wattles, Are 
the flower heads globular or 
on stalks or stalkless, 
single or in bunches? What colour 
are they - pale gold or old gold or 
‘Aussie’ gold? Are the leaves 
feathery or leathery, spikes that point 
up or spikes that point down, or even 
shaped like a miniature dagger? Are 
there glands along the leaf veins, 
that is, little round beads that exude 
sweet sap to attract pollinating ants 
or birds? Are the seed pods large 
and flat, straight or curly? Is there a 
funicle curling round the seed? 
What's a funicle? (It's the seed 
stalk.) How big is the wattle? It can 
be 50 metres tall or a sprawling, 
crawling plant. 


My thanks to Leila Ramsay and 
ultimately to the late Ted Errey for 
supplying the information below. 


BRISBANE RANGES WATTLES 


TREES 
Black Wattle Acacia mearnsii 
Feathery green foliage. Glands at 


irregular intervals along rachis. 
Flowers pale rounded heads 
arranged in terminal panicles or 
sprays. Nov-Dec 

Silver Wattle A.dealbata 

Feathery greyish green foliage. 


Glands spaced irregularly along 
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rachis, one gland at base of each 
pair of leaflets. Flowers pale yellow 
in sprays. September 

Blackwood A. melanoxylon 
Phyllodes dull green, flat, usually 
blunt. Flower heads pale, rounded. 


Seed encircled by a thick red 
funicle. July-Oct 

Lightwood A.implexa 

Smaller tree. Phyllodes slender 


more or less sickle-shaped. Flowers 
pale yellow. Funicle folded under 
seed but not encircling. Jan-March 


SMALL TREE OR LARGE SHRUB 
Golden Wattle A. pycnantha 
Widespread, Phyllodes broad. Shiny 
gland at base prominent. Flowers 
deep golden, rounded. Sept-Oct 
Spike Wattle A.oxycedrus 

Stiff shrub or small tree. Phyllodes 
very stiff, pungent, sometimes 
curved like a dagger. Flowers bright 
yellow spikes or catkins. Aug-Oct 


SHRUBS 

Hedge Wattle A. paradoxa 

Dense spreading shrub. Phyllodes 
roughly oblong wavy edged, stipules 
stiff. Flower heads large deep 
golden yellow. Aug-Oct 

Prickly Moses A. verticillata 

Open slender or compact shrub. 
Sharply pointed phyllodes arranged 
in whorls. Flowers in loose spikes. 
Aug-Oct 

Rough Wattle A. aspera 

Branches hairy. Phyllodes 2.5 cm 
long, hairy , rough to feel. Flowers 
round pale yellow. Aug-Oct 

Gold Dust Wattle A. acinacea 
Small shrub. Phyllodes slightly 
narrowed toward base. Apex may be 
off centre. Flowers round bright 
yellow. Aug-Oct 

Spreading Wattle A. genistifolia 
Phyllodes narrow very stiff pungent. 
Flower heads usually very pale 
yellow. Aug-Oct 

Myrtle Wattle A. myrtifolia 

Shrub 3-6 feet. Stems may be 
reddish. Phyllodes broad. Flower 
heads pale yellow. July-Sept 


LOW SHRUBS 

Thin-leaf Wattle A. aculeatissima 
Phyllodes thin, more or less 
quadrangular, usually pointed down 
the stem at odd angles. Flowers 
yellow small. Aug-Oct 

Ploughshare Wattle A. gunnii 
Small shrub. Phyllodes broad at the 
base. Top edge with shoulder close 
to the stem tapering. Flower round, 
pale. Aug-Oct 


Mitchell’s Wattle A. . mitchellii 
Slender shrub. Phyllodes small, 
bipinnate, leaflets and pinnules 
sparse. Flower round on single 
stem. Aug-Sept. 

Heath Wattle A. brownii 

Small open, spreading shrub with 
spiny branchlets. Phyllodes short, 
stiff, pointy. Round golden flowers. 
Sept and Nov. 


The good book, Flora of Victoria 
lists 

Mallee Wattle A. montana for the 
Brisbane Ranges. It is a dense 
shrub, with narrow, flat, sometimes 
sticky phyllodes, Round solitary or 


paired flowers on stalks. Aug-Oct. 


| have just been to the mallee, 
where the Zygophyllums were 
flowering gold. | found three species 
in bloom, as is our local 
Zygophyllum billardieri, the Coast 
Twinleaf, which is flowering 
stunningly at the newest carpark 
along the coast road at Barwon 
Heads. You can see it also at 
Seaview Park, Belmont, that 
remnant of a former coastline. Take 
a walk in the park. The scarlet 
Running Postman has been running 
around and the pimeleas are out. 
There is quite a bit to do there yet. | 
do hope the city council doesn't 
forget to finish a worthwhile project, 
especially since the Club’s logo is on 
the interpretation boards. 


In Canberra we visited the exhibition 
at the National Library. “Terre 
Napoleon: Australia through French 
eyes 1800-1804” it contained some 
exquisite watercolours and sketches 
from Baudin's scientific expedition. 
The red starfish Nectaria ocellifera 
and delicate jellyfish by Charles- 
Alexandre Lesueur were 
outstanding. | was interested too in 
the pencil sketch of an emu, a short- 
legged stocky bird, remarkably like 
the photo taken by Trevor Pescott of 
a bird in the Paris Museum. Perhaps 
it was the same emu, one of a now 
extinct race from King Island, some 
of which were taken back to France. 


By the way, one of Baudin’s ships 
was called the Casuarina, a 20 ton 
schooner bought in Sydney to 
replace the Naturaliste, which had 
been sent back to France with a 
large part of the natural history 
collections. These eventually 
totalled 100,000 zoological 
specimens and included growing 
plants and live emus and swans. 
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The poor botanist Leschenault had 
his cabin turned into a cage for 
kangaroos! The living specimens 
found their way to the Empress 
Josephine at the Chateau de 
Malmaison where an- extensive 
garden of Australian plants was 
established and the animals had 
free rein. The emu lived for 20 
years. 


Lily Sherwood is a motherly «soul 
who kept watch over a New Holland 
Honeyeaters nest that had been 
built in a Westringea bush right 
outside her back door. Two eggs 
were laid and the babies that 
hatched were particularly snug, for 
the nest was thickly lined with wool, 
from fleece which Lily had specially 
hung outside to tempt birds. The 
nest also contained some of Lily's 
beautiful silver hairs. It's a great 
example to follow. 


Another new arrival was Wilma the 
Whale’s calf at Warrnambool, born 
on 13 July. So we probably did see 
two whales on our July excursion. 


And now a sad story. Last month | 
suggested you watch out for a 
Swamp Wallaby along the Stan 
Lewis Walk beside the Barwon 
River. My friends, Joan and Daryl 
Tucker saw two adult Swamp 
Wallabies there on 5 August. The 
next day they saw one live wallaby 
and the remains of a joey beside the 
golf course at Queens Park. Was it 
a fox or even a domestic dog that 
had killed it? There is a hefty 
penalty for dogs not on leash along 
the riverside walking tracks. That 
does not seem to deter some 
irresponsible people. 


And...Dave King gets the guernsey 
for the first snipe of the season, on 
17th August. Look for the threatened 
Australian Mudfish Galaxias cleaveri 
in a golf course wetland. It could be 
your last chance to see one there. 
Don't forget Snipefest on 14th 
September. Please put in your 
submission objecting to proposed 
watersports complex, then relax and 
listen to a skylark that “soaring ever 
singest”. | know it’s an introduced 
bird, but its song cheers when the 
sun is shining. So do the reed 
warblers, which are proclaiming their 
return to Geelong with their loud 
“twitchy-twitchy-twitchy” down by the 
river. 
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MEETING REPORT 


... Roy Whiteside 


THE PLANNED WATERSPORTS 
COMPLEX (WSC) 


Valda Dedman and Trevor Pescott 
are the representatives of this club 
in this particular area and the 
object of this talk, given at the 
August general meeting, was to 
present the background and the 
current situation. 


ORIGINS OF 
COMMON 


BELMONT 


This region was set aside in 1839 
as a piece of public land for the 
use of the broader community of 

` Geelong. Grazing was one of main 
uses of the common and since 
those early times the area has had 
diverse uses. Sand was removed 
to build the Warrnambool railway 
line and later a rubbish tip was 

_ created to fill in these holes. It is 
probable that toxic materials such 
as cans of oil were dumped. 


The original vegetation of the 
common has been very badly 
degraded. Before European 
settlement there were most likely 
red-gum forests on it together with 
riparian vegetation of tussock 
grasses, lignum , reeds and ti- tree. 


Belmont Common has been 
controlled successively by a 
number of different authorities 
including the Geelong Harbour 
Trust, Geelong City Council and 
South Barwon Council. In the 
1970s a tri-council committee was 
established between the 
municipalities of Newtown, 
Geelong and South Barwon who 
decided it would be useful to 
establish a series of recreational 
facilities. The GFNC agreed to 
lease a 5 acre area at a small 
nominal rental where the Jerringot 
wetland now exists. This a 
modified wetland which has proved 
to be one of the most significant in 
the region with considerable 
enhancement of bird life. 


In the 1980s a proposal was put to 
the South Barwon council ( who 
had taken over from the tri- council 
management committee to use the 


area:for a rowing course ) but after 
a long and fairly acrimonious 
debate the project was shelved. 


About 4 years ago the same group 
of people who had proposed the 
rowing complex in the 1950s came 
up with precisely the same plan 
and put it to the council of the City 
of Greater Geelong who were 
much more sympathetic to 
developmental projects. The 
council employed a consulting firm 
to develop a feasibility study for 
the whole project. This firm's report 
was glowing in its support of the 
proposal and stated that the WSC 
would develop for Geelong ten 
million dollars in income annually. 
This was based on the assumption 
that rowing events would occur on 
a regular basis and income would 
come in mainly to the motel and 
catering components. Some 50 
thousand people were assumed to 
come to Geelong for a major 
rowing event which is about double 
the number of people that attend a 
major AFL match in Geelong. If the 
"Head of the River" were no longer 
to be held in Geelong it was 
deemed some 5 million dollars 
would be lost to alternative sites at 
Carrum or Nagambie. The 
feasibility study also came up with 
some very interesting comments 
e.g. it is likely that the Barwon 
River would re-divert its course 
through the rowing complex and 
water would cease to flow in the 2 
km section of river beside the 
complex. 


To give an idea of the enormous 
size of the rowing course and its 
surrounds Trevor related that it was 
equivalent to constructing a 
channel (125 metres wide and 3 
metres deep) extending from the 
Fyans Street/Moorabool St 
intersection all the way to Corio 
Bay. Some 500 suburban size 
building blocks of land could fit into 
the water area alone. 


When the feasibility study was 
delivered there was a very strong 
outcry from the conservation 
groups of Geelong demanding that 
the Minister for Planning require 
the city to carry out an 
environmental effects statement on 
the effect of the WSC on the 
common. That was denied, but the 
Minister did ask for four 


assessment studies to be 

undertaken :- 

1 An alternative for the East-west 
bridge crossing. 

2 Effect on Latham's Snipe. 

3 Effect on downstream 
ecosystems. 

4 reparation of a preliminary 
environmental management 
plan during construction of the 
WSC. 


The steering committee consisted 
of representatives from all the 
Government Departments likely to 
be effected :- Vicroads, DNR&E , 
EPA, City Council, plus one 
representative who had knowledge 
of bird life (ie Trevor) The 
committee was given the task of 
picking a consultant to look at the 
environmental effects studies. lt 
was unfortunate that the best 
consultant was not selected 
because selection was based on 
the lowest fee. Needless to say the 
report came out in glowing terms in < 
favour of the WSC. It was 
unfortunate that the studies to be 
made by the consulting firm were 
unable to be done until early 1999 
which would be after the migratory 
Latham's Snipe had gone from 
the area. 


EFFECTS of a WSC on the 
BIRDLIFE at or near JERRINGOT 


1 Cattle egrets which come into 
Belmont Common every winter 
would be denied their grounds 
and they would abandon the 
site and that is of regional 
significance. 

2 Baillon's Crake breeds in the 
wetlands area closest to the 
golf club-house and they would 
most likely abandon that area if 
the WSC were to go ahead. 

3 Latham's Snipe would quite 
possibly abandon the Belmont 
Common. 

4 Birds like the Spotless Crake 
and Buff-banded Rail which 
come into Jerringot are most 
likely to abandon the area. 

5 Items 1,2 and 3 are all of State 
significance and despite these 
findings the consultant's report 
stated there would be no 
significant impact on wildlife! 
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The EPA pointed out there were 
likely to be various toxic materials 
buried on the common some being 
up to 400 times the state allowable 
limit being discharged ‘into the 
river. Despite the differences 
between the EPA report and the 
consultant's report the city council 
nevertheless adopted the 
consultant's report. 


BREE CT =.0!N 
FACILITIES. 

The golf course which is used by 
some 10,000 persons a year will 
be lost and alternative courses are 
either remote, more expensive or 
too short. Belmont Common is a 
flat course and is ideal for people 
with walking disabilities and in 
close proximity to the city. 


SPORTING 


Whereas the existing facilities 
(golf, dog obedience club, baseball 
diamond, motocross, small bore 
rifle club, cricket/football grounds ) 
can be used simultaneously the 
WSC which would cater for about 
the same total number of persons 
( for rowing, water-skiing, fishing, 
swimming, dragon boating ) but at 
any one time no more than two 
different activities could take place. 


The City Council say there would 
be an increase in parkland on the 
common after construction of the 
complex. But this is not true, since 
when the areas of the channel and 
the embankments are taken into 
account together with the other 
areas already occupied, there is 
only about 45 hectares left. 


The height of the embankments is 
unknown (they were intended to be 
about 5 metres ie. higher than the 
average single storey house) and 
between 40 and 50 metres wide on 
slopes of about 1 in 3 or 4 . After 
these figures were calculated the 
soil which would be dug out and put 
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up in these embankments would’ 


be saturated soil which would not 
stand up . The top soil was going to 
be taken out to be sold by the City 
Council, but now will be used to 
contain the sloppy silt that comes 
out of the trench as this material 
cannot be compacted. 


EFFECT ON 
WETLAND 
This wetland is on a flood plain but 
would be denied the sweeping 
flood waters by the barrier created 
by the southern bank of the WSC 
channel. 


JERRINGOT 


EFFECT ON BELMONT 
COMMON WOODLAND 

Some 121 species of bird have 
been identified on the common 
and many inhabit the woodland 
environment of the 50 hectare golf 
course. The loss of some 6000 
trees and shrubs would remove 
the habitat for many of these bird 
species. 


EFFECT OF THE DIVERSION OF 
BREAKWATER ROAD 


Breakwater Road will be diverted 
temporarily to a greater S-bend 


which will slow traffic down’ 


considerably on an already 
congested road . The bridge 
alignment, which is the big key 
road, will come across the Barwon 
River and the railway line close to 
the motor cross course. This has 
got to be diverted around through 
the football/cricket ovals off 
Barwon Heads Road. 


The bridge is going to cost about 
10% more because of the road 
diversion (an extra 1 million on top 
of 10 million). The City Council will 
say it is not going to cost the rate 
payers any more money, but tax 
payer's money is going to be used. 
So overall an extra 1.5 million is 
required for the diversion because 
the water course cannot have any 
bridges across it . The deviation to 
motorists is going to be a direct 
cost to Geelong commuters. of 
about $300,000 per year. 


PRESENT SITUATION :- 

The City Council has to undertake 
a town planning amendment to 
realign the bridge, in particular, and 
perhaps to rezone the land on 
Belmont Common from one use to 
another. The council will advertise 
the rezoning of the land and, in a 
period of time, objections will be 
received by the council. If the 
Objections are over-ruled then it 
will go to an independent appeal. 
The State Government has 
promised 9 million dollars to fund it 
and the council is putting in 1.38 
million dollars to relocate the dog 
obedience and motor-cross clubs 
and they will pay out some of the 
golf-course members. The mayor 
has said it will not be more than 
that amount and yet the rowing- 
course components will need to 
find $500,000 and that amount has 
already been guaranteed to be 
underwritten by the council if it 
cannot be found. 


OTHER PROBLEMS 

Blue-green algae in the channel 
Flooding of up to 3 metres could 
occur during an international 
rowing event. The amount of water 
flowing in the Barwon River is 
probably not enough in summer to 
fill and maintain the rowing channel 
because of low stream flows and 
considerable evaporation. 


When the notification of the town 
planning appeal has been 
advertised we should start writing 
objections and try to convince the 
City Council to change its mind as 
only 2 out of 9 councillors are 
against the WSC development. 
Friends of the Belmont Common 
are hoping that the development 
will not proceed. 


NOTE. Since this talk was 
presented the City of Greater 
Geelong has advertised an 
amendment to allow the WSC to 
proceed. 
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MORNING BIRDS: 


THE DAWN CHORUS AT BACCHUS MARSH 
by Marilyn Hewish 
k TSE ere ee eee eee eee eee OTOL SSE SSS SSE EEE OEE SEES 


97 Grey St., Bacchus Marsh, Vic. 3340 


In the Observation Reports in July's Geelong Naturalist, Barry Lingham challenged us to record the calls of as many 
bird species as possible before getting out of bed. However I've always been an early riser and never enjoyed 
lingering in bed after waking. So | decided to opt out of the competition and change the rules to suit myself. | made 
my own record of the Bacchus Marsh dawn chorus as | sat on my back doorstep. 


| made my first attempt on 7 August, but was a little late in starting (6.40 a.m.) and there were already several bird 
species calling. So | tried again on 15 August beginning at 6.19 a.m., and only the Australian Magpies started before 
me. | heard Magpies calling at 5.40 a.m. recently, and that is too early even for me. 


One of the secrets of success is to start well before first light. In winter it is also important to dress warmly (don't 
forget gloves especially) and to set yourself up with a hot cup of coffee while you listen. A torch is useful. Notes 
written in the dark are not always decipherable afterwards (I know this from experience). 


I've also recorded the birds in the dawn chorus several times at the entrance to the Lerderderg Gorge about 5 km 
north of Bacchus Marsh. The dawn chorus in the bush is more rewarding than in the suburbs, but for that experience 
most of us have no choice but to get out of bed (although it can be done from a tent quite comfortably). But even if 
you have to brave a winter's morning outdoors, | would recommend you try it. Read on and see what delights you 
have been missing by snuggling down into your warm bed. 


Bacchus Marsh dawn chorus, 15/8/99 

Outskirts of township; low density housing; mixture of native and exotic trees and shrubs, few taller than 8 metres, 
and grassland. 

7°C, overcast, light breeze. First light: 6.40 a.m.; sunrise: 7.07 a.m. 


6.19: Australian Magpies calling all around in the dark. 

6.26: Masked Lapwing, Superb Fairy-wren. 

6.27: Common Blackbird. 

6.28: Willie Wagtail. 

6.30: New Holland Honeyeater. Masked Lapwings calling loudly and flying around (but | couldn't see them in the 
dark). 

6.32: White-plumed Honeyeater. 

6.33: Common Mynas, loud co-ordinated calling from roost, location unknown. Stopped after a few seconds. 

6.40: Little Raven, Red Wattlebird. 

6.42, 6.44, 6.45, 6.47: Mynas in bouts of calling. 

6.49: Common Starling. Mynas calling continuously. 

6.52: Magpie-lark. 

6.55: 1 Starling flew low through garden. 2 Red Wattlebirds flew low through garden; difficult to identify, still very little 
light. 

6.58: Eastern Rosella flew over calling. 

6.59: Spotted Turtle-Dove flew over silently. 

7.00: Grey Shrike-thrush. ==> i 

7.00-7.13: Now getting light and birds could be seen quite well. 

Starlings flying low, fast and direct through garden, probably leaving roost; total of 109 birds, in groups of 1-10, the 
largest groups coming through 7.04-7.05, stragglers after that. 

7.04-7.08: Mynas appearing in line of poplars in groups of 2-6, perching for a short time and flying off; probably 
leaving roost, which | still couldn't locate. Co-ordinated calling stopped 7.05. 

7.05: House Sparrow. 

7.10: 3 Spotted Turtle-Doves flying. 

7.20: Zebra Finch, probably 1-2 birds by call. 

7.21: Birds coming out to feed now; Spotted Turtle-Doves, 2 Masked Lapwings, House Sparrows seen on grass next 
door. 

7.24: Grey Shrike-thrush calling; has called sporadically since 7.00. 

7.26: 2 Galahs flew over. 

Watch finished 7.30 a.m. 


Birds recorded during the dawn watch on 7/8 and not on 15/8 were: 

Striated Pardalote, 1 already calling at 6.19. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeets, small flocks flying past and calling, probably leaving roost, 7.06. 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill calling, 7.08. 


(Continued on page 11) 
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The earliest calls, before first light, came from (in order) Australian Magpies, Masked Lapwings, Superb Fairy-wrens, 
Common Blackbirds, Willie Wagtail, New Holland Honeyeaters, White-plumed Honeyeaters, Common Mynas, Little 
Ravens and Red Wattlebirds. The Striated Pardalote was calling constantly before first light on the day on which it 
was recorded. Species which began calling later (House Sparrows, Galahs) may not necessarily have been slow- 
Starters; if their roosts were out of earshot the birds would not be noticed until they began moving about. Spotted 
Turtle-Doves did not seem to call in the morning chorus, although they were seen moving about before dawn. The 
first species to be noted moving were Lapwings (before first light), Starlings, Red Wattlebirds, Eastern Rosellas, 
Blackbirds, Spotted Doves and Mynas (before sunrise). i 


It is encouraging that most of the bird species recorded were native, although the most prominent calls in the dawn 
chorus were from Common Mynas and the most numerous birds were Common Starlings. Taking the records on 7/8 
and 15/8 together, 21 species were recorded: 16 native and 5 introduced. 


Lerderderg Gorge entrance, dawn chorus, 29/6/98 
Entrance to gorge: picnic ground and orchard on river flats, tall open forest on slopes and ridges. 
Cold, calm, overcast. First light: 7.07 a.m.; sunrise: 7.37 a.m. 


6.54: Laughing Kookaburra. 6.57: Common Blackbird. 6.58: Australian Magpie. 

7.01: Eastern Yellow Robin. 7.02: Crescent Honeyeater, Grey Currawong. 

7.05: Superb Fairy-wren. 7.06: White-eared Honeyeater. 7.07: New Holland Honeyeater. 
7.08: Eastern Spinebill, White-throated Treecreeper. 

7.12: White-browed Scrubwren, Pied Currawong. 7.13: White-winged Chough, Silvereye. 
7.15: Brown Thornbill. 7.16: Red-browed Finch, Grey Shrike-thrush. h 
7.40: Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. 


This was a more satisfying dawn chorus, and it was well worth getting up a little earlier to reach the bushland. Out of 
19 species here, only one was an introduced bird, the Blackbird. The species in common between the town and 
country were Common Blackbirds, Australian Magpies, Superb Fairy-wrens and New Holland Honeyeaters, which 
featured early in the dawn chorus in both areas, and Grey Shrike-thrushes, which began calling later. My strongest 
memories of the experience are: the sound of a Grey Currawong in the darkness, giving single strident calls like the 
blaring of a trumpet; the beautiful melodious call of a Grey Shrike-thrush floating over the forest in the still air; and the 
blizzard of soft sibilant calls that enveloped me as | sat while a flock of Red-browed Finches flew into bushes on each 
side of me. 


And what is the reason for my frequent dawn watches at the gorge entrance: To watch the spectacular morning 
exodus of the Pied Currawongs from the forest. Their faint calls approach down the gorge as the sky begins to 
lighten. They move along the ridge ops, the leaders flying ahead, perching and wailing to entice the others to join 
them. As more birds come in they add their voices and change to the constant rolling carolling call. The gorge rings 
and echoes with the sound. Then the leaders are off and it begins again, call after call, wave after wave, sometimes 
for over an hour. Although the leaders often perch in exposed positions, the other birds are remarkably secretive, 
flying below tree-top level and perching deep within foliage. It seems incongruous that the birds are remarkably hard 
to see, even though the air is filled with their sound. 


Pied Currawongs continually receive bad press, but | think their morning movement is one of the wonders of the bird 
world and | never tire of watching it. 


While watching the Pied Currawongs at dawn, I’ve had the added bonus of seeing other birds moving out of the 
gorge, apparently leaving sheltered roost-sites for feeding areas in more open country. For instance: 


Australian Wood Duck: Before sunrise on 30/8, 3/9 and 29/9/97, 2 birds flew out of the gorge. They flew out either 
high (when they were easy to see) or at low level along the river (hard to see, grey birds over grey water in the 
shadow of the riverside trees). ‘ 


Red Wattlebird: Birds flew out of the gorge before sunrise on 30/8 (flocks of 6 and 15) and 7/9/97 (a single bird and 2 
birds); stopped in top of a tall tree at gorge entrance before moving on. 


Red-browed Finch: 20 birds in small groups moved out of the gorge along river bank and crossed to picnic ground, 
over about half an hour around sunrise on 7/9/97. 


Crimson Rosella: Small groups of 1-5 birds flew fast out of gorge, usually below tree-top level, and headed for 
orchard at gorge entrance; at around sunrise on 7/9/97 and 7/2/98. 


Pacific Black Duck: 2 flew high out of gorge at around sunrise, 7/9/97. 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo: Several records of small groups moving south high over and along the ridgeline before 
sunrise. In my experience, movements may continue to mid-morning. 


Grey Currawong: 30 birds in groups of 1-6 flew high out of gorge in lines, over about 20 minutes around sunrise on 
10/4/98. 
o 
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BIODIVERSITY NOTES 


... Dennis Greenwell 


Next Biodiversity Excursion Sunday 12" 
September. 


Meet at the Green Grub (Waurn Ponds 


Shopping Centre) 9.00 a.m. for car 
pooling where possible. We'll be 
heading in the general direction of 


Anglesea, but we'll 


where on the day. 


finalise exactly 


A very short report on 
Excursion 7'” August. 


“Fossicking” 


With Claire in Alice Springs, Jenny 
Drummond, Judy Rowe, Ron Mole and 
his grandson and | headed for the spot 
on the Inverleigh /Shelford Road, where 
Judy had met with some success in 
finding fossils on previous visits. 


Upon our arrival, we set about carefully 
looking through the clay that had eroded 
from the cutting and in a very few 
minutes were beginning to find shells 
from an ancient sea bed that had 
existed some 10.5 million years ago. 
After a couple of hours, we had all found 
many fossils, many of which looked so 
perfect, that they might have been 
picked up from a seashore on the 
previous day. 


The following Wednesday evening, Judy 
brought along her ‘finds’ and many other 
specimens found over a period of 3 or 4 
decades. 


She had indeed found some small 
pieces of sapphire and a tiny speck of 


gold that looked like a real Klondike 
nugget under the microscope. Many of 
the other specimens that she had 
brought looked quite insignificant until 
being given the microscopic treatment 
and then their true colour and form were 
revealed. 


“So | hear you saying, What’s that to do 
with biodiversity?” 
Well, not a lot | suppose, but that 
doesn't alter the fact that it’s all part of 
the fascinating natural world in which we 
live. 

O 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Dick Southcombe 


Dave King , who gave a most interesting 
illustrated talk on "Plant Vascular 
Systems" at our 10th August meeting, 
has kindly agreed to write an article on 
the subject. (This will be printed as soon 
as possible. — Ed) | hope readers find 
the article as helpful as we found the 
practical demonstration. 


Thanks Dave, we appreciate your 
presentation and the time you spent in 
preparation. 


Everett Forster, a prominent member of 
the Australian Native Orchid Society will 
be our guest Speaker on Tuesday, 14th 
October. Everett will have copies for 
sale of "Orchids of the Anglesea 
District - A Field Guide", written by 
Margaret MacDonald and himself, priced 
at $25. 

O 


GFNC GOES ONLINE! 


by Ade Foster 


http://member.austasia.net/~gfnc 
our email address is gfnc@mail.austasia.net 


The page will be regularly updated, with latest sightings, coming events and things of interest added. 


| would be interested in your opinions, suggestions and comments. 
Behr e a 


The editor’s ramblings... 


When you see a duck which 
does not look like a duck, does 
not quack like a duck and which 
appears to be sinking, it is 
probably a Musk Duck. Even 
Captain George Vancouver of 
HMS Discovery called it “a very 
peculiar one” in 1791. While 
waiting for more snow to fall we 
recently went down to the 
beautiful forest between 
Casterton and Heywood and 
then on to the Bridgewater 
Lakes. At both Hamilton and the 
lakes we had coffee while 
watching the antics of this 
unusual bird with its strange 
‘sonar-like’ call. | have asked our 
resident ornithological 
encyclopaedia to make this bird 
the subject of a future “Bird of 
The Month”. Knowing Valda, she 
will oblige. 


While trudging around the sand 
dunes we must have seen forty 
Small-leaved Clematis Clematis 
microphylla at their peak. 


At Lake Colac we listened to the 
Clamorous Reed-warblers which 
had returned a week ago. 


As for the snow, it was a dismal 
sight but the return of the Flame 
Robins lifted our spirits 
immeasurably. 

O 


— — — 00 o 


At last the GFNC webpage is up and running. After some hiccups with our service provider, we are finally out 
there in cyber space. Unfortunately there are still some problems, which | am working on. For some reason if 
you view the page using Netscape as your browser, the colours are all askew. It does work fine on Internet 
Explorer. Anyone have any suggestions, or know someone who might? 
You won't be able to find it on any of the search engines for a while, they take some time to update their 
databases, however we can be found at .... 
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OBSERVATION REPORTS August 1999 -- compiled by John Bottomley &.Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Brian Hart (BH), Craig Morley (CMo), Terry Crockett (TC), Peter Bright (PB ), Ray 
Baverstock (RBa), Nick Preston (NP), Bernie Franke (BF), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), Dave King (DK), Jean Winstanley 
(JW), Grant Baverstock (GB), Barry Lingham (BL), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Colin Goldberg (CGo), Lily Sherwood (LS). 


Lake Rosine and Lake Martin are part of the system of Lakes surrounding Lake Corangamite. Nick Preston has noted 
large flocks of birds in the area, including 54 Cape Barren Geese, 3,000 Red-necked Avocet, 20,000 Banded Stilt and 
500 Pink-eared Duck. It would be a nice trip down to Cressy to see these birds. Peter Bright noted Caspian Terns at 
Lake Lorne, which is probably the first record for this site. 


Common Diving Petrels are not often recorded and the flock of around 400 seen off Point Addis by Terry Crockett is most 
unusual. 


Dave King appears. to be the lucky observer who was first to note a Lathams Snipe at Jerringot for this season, beating 
Dennis Greenwell who has noted the first returns for the past few years. Grant Baverstock noted the early return of a 
Pallid Cuckoo at the beginning of August. Many of the spring visitors are now on their way back to our region. 


This year has seen many observations of robins. Pink Robins have been recorded at a number of locations — is this 
because they are more numerous or are we getting more observant? There were certainly plenty of Scarlet Robins on 
part of the Ted Errey Nature Circuit in the Brisbane Ranges, with some males disputing territory. They have not been 
widely observed in previous years. 


Lily Sherwood has been supplying wool fibre to her resident New Holland Honeyeaters who used it to good effect in the 
lining of their nest. Careful observation from Lily allowed her to monitor the progress of the eggs through to hatching and 
fledging of the young. Well done Lily. 

Sixty-two species were recorded in the last month — a great tally when you realise that many of the common birds are not 
recorded: keep up the good work! 


Painted Button-quail 1 24-Jul-99 You Yangs BH 


Black-browed Albatross 3 25-Jul-99 Point Lonsdale lighthouse. CMo 
1 14-Aug-99 Point Lonsdale lighthouse. CMo 
Common Diving Petrel ~400 28-Jul-99 Point Addis TC 
Great Crested Grebe 1 16-Aug-99 Hospital Swamp PB 
Hoary-headed Grebe 12+ 26-Jul-99 Lake Modewarre RBa 
Little Black Cormorant 300+ 26-Jul-99 Lake Modewarre ; RBa 
Cape Barren Goose 54 11-Aug-99 Lake Martin NP 
Australian Shelduck 2 2-Aug-99 Mt. Pollock. BF 
Pacific Black Duck 4 14-Aug-99 Highton. RBa 
Pink-eared Duck 500 11-Aug-99 Lake Martin .NP 
4000 11-Aug-99 Lake Rosine, via Cressy NP 
5 26-Jul-99 Lake Modewarre RBa 
Musk Duck 110 11-Aug-99 Lake Rosine NP 
Buff-banded Rail 1 15-Aug-99 Serendip. Just outside aviary. Assumed to be an escapee. PB 
White-necked Heron 1 12-Aug-99 Bacchus Marsh. MHe 
1 29-Jul-99 Mt. Pollock. BF 
Brolga 2 30-Jul-99 Leopold. Flying. ES 
2 29-Jul-99 Avalon airfield. DT 
Latham's Snipe 1 17-Sep-99 Jerringot. DK 
Pied Oystercatcher 6 24-Jul-99 St.Helens beach. JW 
Sooty Oystercatcher 1 4-Aug-99 Apollo Bay. BF 
Masked Lapwing 4 4-Aug-99 Madeley Street, Ocean Grove. 4 chicks BH 
Banded Lapwing 4 24-Jul-99 Bluestone-school Road, Breamlea. Four chicks. We 
1 4-Aug-99 Corner of Anakie Road and Staceys Road. GB 
Hooded Plover 5+ 15-Aug-99 Black Rock. 4 adults and one immature. 
Possibly another adult pair present. BL 
Banded Stilt 20000 11-Aug-99 Lake Martin NP 
Red-necked Avocet 3000 11-Aug-99 Lake Martin NP 
Caspian Tern 3 4-Aug-99 Lake Lorne PB 
Crested Tern 100's 4-Aug-99 Apollo Bay. Roosting in harbour. BF 
Whistling Kite 1 15-Aug-99 Serendip. On nest. BH 
Little Eagle 1 15-Aug-99 Serendip PB 
1 24-Jul-99 Fyansford BF 
Peregrine Falcon 1 14-Aug-99 You Yangs RBu 
Common Bronzewing 1 29-Jun-99 Geelong. Eastern Park. CMo 
Crested Pigeon 3 17-Aug-99 Cobbledicks Ford reserve ‚RBu 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 4 . 10-Aug-99 Portarlington. Sitting on fence posts in Hood Road. PB 
17 4-Aug-99 Drysdale. Flying north. PB 
2 13-Aug-99 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Flying north. PB 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 5 \ 
12 27-Jul-99 Highton. Flying north. RBa 


30+ 9-Aug-99 Curlewis. RBu 
8 29-Jun-99 Geelong. Eastern Park CMo 
40+ Early Aug Geelong. Eastern Park. CMo 
150 1-Aug-99 Bellerine Highway and Grubb Road. CMo 
Gang-gang Cockatoo = 29-Jun-99 Geelong. Eastern Park. CMo 
A 4 15-Aug-99 Geelong. Eastern Park. CMo 
5 Early Aug Newtown. CMo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 3 17-Aug-99 Werribee RBu 
1or2 July/Aug Newtown * CMo 
Eastern Rosella 1 1-Aug-99 Bacchus Marsh township. : MHe 
2 15-Aug-99 Bacchus Marsh township. MHe 
1 4-Mar-99 Pollocksford. BF 
2 24-Jul-99 Newtown. CMo 
Red-rumped Parrot 25 30-Jun-99 Hospital Swamp Road GMc 
Blue-winged Parrot 12 11-Aug-99 Lake Martin NP 
Pallid Cuckoo 1 1-Aug-99 Lethbridge township GB 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 29-Jul-99 St Lawrence Park, Lara CGo 
1 5-Aug-99 Lethbridge township GB 
Tawny Frogmouth 1 9-Aug-99 Highton. Sitting on nest in tree used in previous years. RBa 
Laughing Kookaburra 2 7-Aug-99 Flying. Looking for nest hollows. GB 
Spotted Pardalote 1 22-Jun-99  Pollocksford. BF 
Striated Pardalote 1 1-Aug-99 Bacchus Marsh township. Mhe 
White-browed Scrubwren 8 30-Apr-99 Pollocksford. BF 
Striated Thornbill 1 15-Aug-99 Geelong Botanic Gradens. CMo 
White-plumed Honeyeater 1 2-Jun-99  Pollocksford. BF 
Crescent Honeyeater 1 26-Jun-99 Geelong Botanic Gardens. CMo 
New Holland Honeyeater 2 24-Jun-99  Grovedale. Started nest building 24/6. 1 egg 5/7. 2nd egg 6/7. 
Hatched 21/7. Fledged 3/8. LS 
Rose Robin 1 29-Jun-99 Geelong Botanic Gardens. Male with pink breast. CMo 
2 15-Aug-99 Geelong Botanic Gardens. One male with pink breast.. 
One brown. CMo 
Pink Robin 1 13-Aug-99 Ocean Grove nature reserve. Brown plumage. BH 
2 30-Apr-99 Pollocksford. BF 
2 4-May-99 Pollocksford BF 
2 15-Aug-99 Geelong Botanic Gradens. CMo 
Flame Robin 14 14-Aug-99 Portarlington Treatment Plant. 8 male. 6 female PB 
Scarlet Robin 9+ 15-Aug-99 Brisbane Ranges. Outlook Track. BL 
1 5-Jul-99 Brisbane Ranges. Old Thompson's Track. CMo 
1 5-Jul-99 Brisbane Ranges. Corner Reids Road and Greens Lane. CMo 
1 5-Jul-99 Brisbane Ranges.Corner Ballan Road and Butchers Road. CMo 
Crested Shrike-tit 1 11-Aug-99 You Yangs BH 
1 10-Jun-99  Pollocksford BF 
Grey Shrike-thrush 1 41-Aug-99 Bacchus Marsh township. Also 8/8/99 and 15/8/99. MHe 
1 25-May-99  Pollocksford BF 
Golden Whistler 1 2-Aug-99 DeMotts Road, Anakie. Male in full plumage. JB 
Olive-backed Oriole 1 6-Aug-99 DeMotts Road, Anakie. Heard. Also on 07/08/99 and 14/08/99 JC, JB. 
Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike 10 14-Aug-99 Portarlington Treatment Works. PB 
8 23-Jul-99 Mt. Pollock. BF 
Pied Currawong 10+ 24-Jul-99 Newtown. CMo 
Welcome Swallow 40+ 5-Jul-99 Meredith. CMo 
Skylark Abs 26-Jul-99 Lake Modewarre. RBa 
Brown Songlark 2 26-Jul-99 Little River at corner of Live Bomb Range Road and 
Kirksbridge Road. RBu 
Zebra Finch 1 15-Aug-99 One or two heard. Bacchus Marsh. MHe 
Red-browed Finch 1 19-Jun-99 Wye River BF 
Common Starling 1 15-Aug-99 Eastern Park. Mimicking Swift Parrots. CMo 
O 


Editor's apology... 


In order to include the ‘open letter’ and print all articles related to the IWSC and Belmont Common in this month's 
issue — since next month may be too late — most other material has been edited somewhere between slightly and 
savagely. | am sure that contributors will understand. As well, page 1 has been given over to the greater cause. 


There is also a longer than usual queue of material from Lachlan Sinnott and Chris Gray, Marilyn Hewish, Dave King, 
Bernie Franke and Valda Dedman. A full issue next month will quickly bring you another ‘earthy’ story from Bernie 
Franke and Marilyn Hewish who, having invited us into her bedroom this month, will now share her backyard. 


O 
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